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A HEADAUARTERS
1ST BATTALIOK 8TH ILFAMTRY
APO SA& FRAFCISCO 96265

AVDDA-BRAB-6 . 31 May 1967
SUBJICT: Carbat Operations after iction Report (BECS: MACV J-3132):

THRU: Comzanding Officer
ist Brigade, 4th Infantry Division
ATT::  AVDDA-2RC
AFC San Francisco 96265

T0: Comzanding General
4Lth Infantry Division
ATTH: ~ AVDDE-CG
LPO San Frzncisco $6262

1 (-C').- Name or identity and/or type of operation: FRANCIS M:(RION

(DUC CO III): Search and Destroy Operation.

2. (C) Dates of Operation: 1810LO0H Moy 67 zo 2L13L5H May 67.

“3. (€) 1Llocation: PLEI DOC (Y.719309, Y. 717308, YA716315).

L. (C) Control or Command FKeadguarters: lst Brigade, 4th Infantry

. Division.

S. (C) Reporting Officers: Col Jackson, lst Brigade Cormander; LTC
Gan=on, 1/8 Inf Commander; Cart Williamson, A1/8 Inf Commander; Capot
Shelly and Lt Allen, B1l/8 Inf Commander; and Capt Petersen, C1/8 Inr
Cormander. '

6. (C) = Task Organization:

1/8 Inf: 41/8 Inf A6/29th arty
Bl/8& Inf B5/16th Arty
c1/8 Inf ‘ -
14/22nd Inf :

1B1/69th Armor
7. (C) Suprorting Forces:
a. £6/29th srty (105mm) DS Battery fired 8300 rounds in support
of operation. ) <= : :

Downgraded =t 3 year intervels
: ; Declassified after 12 years
e L DOD DIk 5200,10
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= b, B5/16th Arty(155) (Reinforcement ) Batterj fired 4940 rounds
in support of operation.

c. C5/16th arty(155) Battery fired 1845 rounds in support of—-
operaticns,

d.  B6/14th Arty(8 inch 2nd 175) batteries fired 1791+ and 690
~rounds respectively in supocrt of operation,

e. Fires from all batteries were extremely effective, Arti]_lery
ad justizents were within twenty-five (25) meters of supported troops. During
the periods of iimited or no ccntact, batteries fired battle field denial
fires witnin A4CO rmeters of the unlt's perimeter,

f. Air: Irmediate request for air support was forwarded thru
both Army and Adr Forde charnels. Throughout the period from 18 kay to
23 May there werc 57 sorties flown with mixed ordnance (napa.lm cluster borbs,
20nz, and 500 GF bombs), Over all resuits of airstrikes are unknown, however
a POW capzurcd on 21 l.ay indicated that he had heard that ore airstrike had
hit one of the NVA battalions., Cunships employed against small pockets of
resistance suppiemented airstrikces and artillery effectively.

8,(C) Intelligencc: The terrain throughout thz c¢ntire contact area is
primarily single cznopy jungle forest., The trecs vary from 5 tc 30 inches in
diameter and 'from 153 to 75 feet in height. The vigetation is comparatively
dense in rost areas zffording limited visibility and limiting speed of move-
ment. There are numerous small streans in the area that generally flow north-
west. They eventuiliy flicw into the SE SAN River which forms the Cambodian
border to the west., To the north and east are densely wooded mountains. To
the south towards Hizhway 1S the arca opens and beccomes somewhat level. There
are nu—erous high spced trails throughout the area.

The cnemy was cstimated to bi possible clements of the 66th NVA Regiment
which hzd made previous contact with the 3rd Bn, 12th Inf, The enemy unit
that was contucted wzs the 320th or 32nd MVA Regziment which had a total
strength estirated between 1200 and 1400 personnel. All threc battzlions of
the regiment were contactod ot one time or another during the peried.

During the contact con the 18th the 4th platoon was lured into an ambush,
The IWA tactics could best be described as a YLame Duck Act¥, The total enemy
force contacted on the 18th was one NVA battalion.

Between the contact on the 18tk rnd the 20th the MV, did not. attcmpt to
break ccntact.. The MV. mnaintnined contzct through the use cf small trail
R rties and reconrnaissance elements.

During the contact on the 20th the NVA used an estmted force of two
battalions with one battalion in reserve.

During both zttacks the encmy made meximum use of terrain, cover, and
concealment. The enemy used mirtars and automatic weapens in a basically
conventional role, znd to maximum advantage, The smount of mortar ammunition
fired indicates that the XVa were capable of more than herassing fire.

-



__have | been well cocrdinated and h‘.d .good esprlt de corps... ..

The mcrale e.nd.éag ‘ he | Hitr gs- 5 \cons:.dered very high.
this czn be accounied for by thc:r reccr'x‘?f'arrlval {n"5outh Vietnem from

" Cambodia. It.is. further dc::onstrated by the manner in which they conducted -

th attacks :nd their actions during the contacts, that they appeared to

-

-

Eremy losses can be est:un:,ted betwcen 1_50 and 200 XIA in ad-dj'.-t.ion to the
157 KIA (BC). It is estimated 156-250 ad3itional personnel were wounded in
the contact. X4 total of 400-520 werc wounded or killed in the 32rd R"‘giment

;thus decreasing its c*rb‘.t strength o~ an estimatcd 30 percent.

9.(C) tissicn: 1/8 Inf to estg.bhsh F&B vic DUC €O (Ya7069239)to conduct

S&D ogcerations ir assigned A0 to locate end destroy enemy forces and instal-
lations. . : 5

10.(C) .Concept of Cperation: 1/8 Inf established FSB vic Y..790239 on
13 kay. Companics i and B (rutually supporting) commenced sweep to the west
northwest to vic Y.7331 .here ‘they wouid ticn sweep east. Co C initially
provided. security =2t FSG.

11.(C) action prior to sepJ"t ioz of the 4th platoon of Co B, 1/8 Inf:

Co B was moving north on an azimuth of 350 degrees, when at 104D hours -
vie Yi720306, it spotted and fired at 1 ¥Va in’ kheki wniferm with weaiss.
The WV withdrew te the north on a liigh speed trzil. The unait swept the arez
and continued to proceed nortir in a column of plztoons with the 4th platoon -
on the left front, the 2nd platoon on-the right front, and the 3rd and 1st
plztoons bringing up the left and right rear files respcct:wc]y.

-at 1055 hours vie YA721307 the point scuad of the 2nd platoon observed-
three (3) MVi in Xhoki to their front., The column was halted and the plstoon
lcader moved ferword. The ;latoon leader was informed that the men heard
voicus to their frent. A4t this time one {1) ¥V ir khaki ond zrmed with an
~AK-i,7 stepped inte view on the right front of the formation. The platoon
leader yelicd in Victnemese for the NVa to "come here” in hopes of capturing
him. The lVa then zttezpted to fire on the platocn ond the platoon leader
a2nd seviral memcers of his platoon fired on the Va. The one LV. fled to the
north. The threec (3) NV.i first sightcd fled te the northwest.

The crarnp’mv cormander, Lt .llen, then mansuverad the dompany to swcep to
the north a ong the ridge wherc the Vi were sighted. Upon swecping the
contact area the ccapany found a- fresh, well uscd trail runring generally

east-west ond znother well used treil running north-south. The unit estaoslished
a perimetcr and started cutting a Z to cvacuate the L NVi ruck sack.. that had

bezn foand ih the arca (See T..B a).
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The company commander then sent the 1st platoon to the cast southeast to
check thzt portion of the trail, and the Lth platoon was sent to the west and
- northwest to check out+-the trail in that direction, Thuy were instructed to

g0 no farther than 200 =ctors., The 1st platoon moved along the trzail to the
~Southcast for a distance of 250 meters and returnad with negntive findingg,
The 4th pletoon startes to the northw.st 2long the trail. The trail forked
to the north and the 4th Flatoon thcn rovad in a2 northerly direction. it
approximately 1130 hours the 4th platocn obscrved 1 NVA and received spall

. @rns fire, The platcon leader ealled back and requested to pursue the one .

TNV

At cpproxdmately 1200 hours the velumc of fire had increased in intcnsity
and the rlateosn was roceiving fire. The ccnpany cortmander informed the plctoon
to roturn to the eompany perimcter,  The plztcon attumpted to return to the
company perimetér but was unable to de so as it was receiving heavy AW fire
- fron th2 east, between the platoon and thke conrany.,

The company cormander then started to mancuver the conpany in a north
northwesterly dircetion o link up with the 4Lth platocn, The company wes in
a line formetion with the 1st platoon in the rear as reserve, the 3d platoon
cn ths left, the 2d platcen on the right, with the CP group in the middle,
The cempany mved approxdnately 20 mecters forward of the company perimeter,
The pcint elements =f the 2d and 34 platcons cane under intense fire (See
Incl B) in which severzl men were wounded, The ccopany was uncgble to rove
farvard and attempted te nencuver to the right and left flank but wes pinned
down by i znd small arms fire on beth sidss. The eonpany then went into = 5
- perimeter defense, :

' 4Lt this point tho description of the action has to be separated as the
Lth platoon wes cne separzte olemcent and the company was another.,

b, Acticn of the 4th platcon, Co B aftoer separation:

The Lth platozn after initially roving to the west obgerved one NVA
wearing 2 grecn uniform and carrying a ruck sack. The platoon attenpted to
close with the NVi an? started following a trail that ran MW to SE froo the
rain EW trail, The platcon then observed L-5 NVL& and then 10-15 NVi. It was
at the last sighting that the platoocn startad receiving small arms and aW fire,
at this tin: the platean leader called in and requusted assistance from the
comprny. The company cormander attcrpied to msve to his 2id, The platoen
then started receiving hzavy AW fire fros the east, northeast an southcast
between its locationa and the conprnyts,  The platocn leader thon requestad
artillery fire, :

The platoon wes divided into two elements when initially moving a2long the
treil, When the firing first started, the rear element was ordered to link
up with the lecad element, as this wes beinz accomplished the plotoon wygs
taking fir¢ froem thz north in relatively heavy volunme and receiving sniper fire
fron the west. The plztacn ot this tine had onc radio destroyed, leaving
crdy onc operational racdio. The plato:on then started. receiving heavy AW fire
Irir the siuthuast; cast ~n' northeast. They roportad thot they were éut
<ff and c-uld not mnve back to the remeindes of the company. The platoon
therefore moved to the west into a ravine to set up a defensive perimeter,
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fipparent $eprEtdon &ﬂ?ﬂﬁt'reach the ccmpany on the company net
and switched Bn command nct. In this manner it
estzblished corzunicatisns with the company, The platoon% fire commands
were then relayed over the-battalion-ecmmand Tet, o T

- The battalinxi cormander was located-in his C&C aireraft over the scere of

" the contact. He was cble to comstmicate with company CP but could mot talk

to the 4th platoon, Oecasionally hc was zble tc hear the platoon leader
rclaying a report to the. company CP. o : :

The platosa is belicved to have had only 2 smoke grenades, which were
used . early in.the contact in an attemrt to pavk its position for the
edjuztment of artillery. However, duc to the heavy canopy these two grenades
were neot effective markers, -

As thc platorn withdrow to” the west it was surrouncded and was receiving
hecavy fW, MG, BLO,2nd sniper fire from 211 sides. Seven men of the platoon
ran to the west and into a small creek bed, all but onc of these men were
imcdiately killed by machino-gun fire from thc northwest (Sce T4B. C)e the
platoon established & perimcter approximately 15 to 20 metars in dismeter
which consisted of three groups (See Incl D). ; f

The pletoon leader mnved fron the vicinity of the strean to the command
group onidt radio, and started roquesting artillcry fire to his west. The first
round s siok2 and the rlatoonslcader was.unzble to observé, Ho then started
calling in corrcctisons to move the artillery to the west, and it ws moved
closer t2 his front. The platoon was gotting hit from all sides with cncryy
fire. The survivors indiezte there was a mrchine gun and BLO rocket launche:
to thc southcast, a B40 rocket launcher to the north northezst, and snipers
and ¥ on 211 sides, : :

. The MV. attenpted to overrun the platoon fror the west across the creck
but werc ropelled. ot 1337 hours the artillery was cut off and the gunships
started €9 work the area on the west side of the stream. The plateon leader
talidng to the aircraft indicated the aireraft were firing where he wanted them,
but the survivors indicated the aircraft were not effective as they were

- firing toc for west. N
#t 1404 hours thre artillery wes employ:d again. The platosn leader
called for artillery fire closor to his positisn., At approxdnntely 1458 hours
the platoon leader requested artillery fire on top of his position bccnuse
he was being overrun.  About this “ime th.: cotmioni group was killed by
mrchine gun and rocket fire,

The survivers indiented tha NV were in a linc formatien, firing as they
moved, and stopring to search cach body and gather the weapons, ammunition,

- cantaons, and other personal eifccts, i.e. jewslry (watches and rings). The
NVL tizd two f the survivors hands- hehind their backs as if going to taoke
then rrisoncr, but loft them in placc. The NVi. swest the platoon's arca from
two dircecticns, initizlly from the east, and a few minutes loter another
group canmc ints the area from the northwest.. s

According to the survivors at least two persens who had been wounded werc
deliberately shot by the HVA. 41l of the survivers cither played dend or
were unconscious frem wouncs while the NVA scarches! the perincter,




Onz <f the EVi's who was n;parcntiy the leader, would kick a bedy
several times in the back or ribs and if it moved it might be shot. The
survivors cstirate the NVi. were in the area arrroxdnately 30-40 minutes, method-
ically searching 21l personncl, .fter searching tho -badies, the NVA witli-
drew to the wost acress the stream. The survivers indicate the.NVA kept.
up constant activity during the nignt but never recntered the rlatcon area.
In the morninz the survivors could sae only 1 IWA in 2 tree as Co A

epproached. He left the arec without firinz a rouna,

Co it clnscd with the Lth plzatcon of Co B at 190820H May and fcund 7 US
WL, 1 non unharmed, and discovered 1 man ¥IA, At this time a PZ vas cut and
the KL.'S and WIA'S were evacuatod., ’

c. sction of Co B(~) after scuaration of the Lth Platoon:

The exmpany csmmander of Co B, being unable to mencuver and close with
the 4th platoen due to the intcnse JW and sniper fire, ‘organized the remainder
of the company in a perimeter and at 1400 hours started cutting 2 PZ to
cracunte the wounded,

Co & wes located vic Yi733303 at 1330 hours cnd was instructed to move
and dlose €o B's leestion from the northeast. at 1512 hours Co i was lzocat
vic Y..728308 roving west to assist Co B, ..% this tine Co A was civerted to
move scuth to a suitzhkle PZ locatien vie Y.739305.

it 1620 hour’s' thd Zhd flatoed of'Co B 234iA attelpted to close with the .
4th ploteen and was again stupped at the rovine to the front. The company i
corrancer then ordsred the compeny to remain in the perimeter and to complete
the FZ as saon as possible. it 1645 hours Co B reportet that it was roceiving
only speracic small srms und cniper fire, and it had had no contect with the
4th platoen for the last hcur.

it 1725 hours the first elemznt of thc Recon Platoon and Capt Shelly
(Co B commonder) werc airlifted from the fire support base inte the Co B~}
location. The last clement <f Reeon clsscd Cs B's location at 1745 hours.

s+t 1755 hours 2 Modevae sirceraft repsrtedd receiving fire from the scuth-
west of Tc B's lecation. Gunchizs ~nd artillery were employed against the fire.

Co 5 reperted receiving sroradie A7 fire from ti« nerth but in a decreasing
azount. - It appearc? that the cnery wos attenpting to break contoct.,

ot 1817004 Kay Co i closed into the designated area vic Y.730305 and
preccerled clearing a sufficicnt area for a onis aircraft PZ. = it 1755 hours
the first clement of Co i wes lifted to Co B(-)-with the last of Co & closing
Co B's lscaticn at 1915 hours. .t 1923 hours Co A movi west in zn attempt
to link ur with the 4th platcon of Co B. The movement utilized illumiration
from an .ir Force flare aireraft. .t 2245 nours Co i stopped moving and sct
up its night lecatien vie Y.712306, hoving made negative contact with the
Lth rlatoon ef Co B, (It was later determined that Co .. hcd passed 100 meters
south of the Ath platoon's location.) . .
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At 1 98 Hay Co _B(~ ) reported; receiving ostimsted 30 mounds of mortar
fir: fron ‘%ta Fango BT 5002500 Ticters. A1l mortar rounds larded
outsife Lke p\,rz:-:ter. Mo small 2rms firz was reccived during the night. it
G627H on the 19tn Co B rcportc: rccuvmo 5 rounds cf BLO rocket fire frem
the n'u'th. '

At 1907051 ifay Co & startcs ‘roving nrrth, then east "nf' at 0820 bour‘s
linked ¢p with the 4th platcon 2f Co B, .

Cs C,1/5 Inf w2s relieved of mission of FSB scdurity at 1908COH May and

" €5 :,1/22n¢ Inf was placed under OPCON 1/8 Inf. 1/22nd Inf closed 1/8 Inf

FEE at 0940 hours and ~ssumerd sccurity mission.

ot 0341 hrurs the lst clement of Co C{-) was liftced fron the fire
suyport base into Co Bfs location with the last 1ift closing a2t 1130 hsurs,
The 3rd platcon of Co C, orcrating with the CIUG, was lifted from vie Yi.792292
=t 1355 hours closing Co B's loc~tion at 19LLLOH HMay. :
During the¢ remainder of the 19th 2ll thres compranics swept the batile
ficl? finding a total of 119 IW.. ¥I. (BC). it 1730 hours Cc B reccived 25 rounds
of 82 nertar fire from nc YA713313. Artillery and’airstrikes were eusployed
and the mortar fire ccass A1} companies closed their night. locations by
1700 hours. Co & loc"t«x’ vie 1718309 ~nd Cz B and Co C vic ¥.722310.

d. Subsequent: iction:- 20 May to 24 May &7:
It was pl‘nm.d that on 20 ¥~y 211 cempenies viould Bweep west m.t,h Co A
and Co C.abrezst and Co B trailing. Uron sweeping wost to the ridge vie Ya71031:
they waul? then turn north and clzae leeation vic' Xa713317. Both objectives o -
woudd heve an artillery prep priosr te the movement of the -campanies., a

At 200515H ¥zy Co B reported receiving 15-20 r-unds of 82m nortar fire
outside the perincter. «t 073C hours 2n outpost for Co € vic Ya723310 Gbserved !

. and firad on 3KV.. that were moving north, .t 1005 hours Co 8 received 10

ad2itisnal mertor rounds outsids the perimeter. .t 1130 hours all units were
preperad tc meve awaiting the artillery prep.

it 1159 hours artillery prep commenced vie Y.713315, .t 1233H all three
eompanies having swept thc first objcctive startad moving north. Co C located
§ wsxpended 82— mortar fuzes vic ¥i713313 and two mertar positions vie
Yr715310 aling 3 M{to SE trail thet had been recently used., At 1453H Co C
observed and firzd at 1 WNVA with r.e;ative results, The NVii withdrew t5 the
west. At 1S10H Co & found threc sortar pasiticns with fifty foxholes in a
perimeter vie Ya71731C. ]

t 20160CH C= i, Co B, and Co C went into their night location vie
Y.717317 and estatlished cne large perimcter 200 meters north and south by
250 rieters cast znd west., Co B was on the south, Co & or the wast znd north,
and C» C on the nerth and east. it 2C2R0H Cn'i, Cu B and Co € reported
recziving mortar fire from the s uihwest ard WV, attocking from the snutheast,
seuth, »nd southwest. .t this time a Fi€, iF flare ship, and irmediate air
strikes were requested. saxtilléry £3 fire was cmploye to the companlus' scuth vic

m :
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2715305 and all around the perimcter. The NVi. kept pressing the attack un:il
approximataly 2145 hours at which time the cgnganics reported only cccasieonal
mortar, smill arms, grenades, and BLO rociet fire.

The ~ti.ck was primzrily from the scuth. It wos initisted b Z tortar
attack ond uhen the r.ort.;rs shifted to the rerth the cnemy -attacked {rom the
south. The NVA ctteocked i threo scparnte wives utilizing grencdes, BLO
rockets, michine guns, ond 1nd1v1du1. wizirons. The cnemy soldiers wore able
ot times to advancs to within five to ten moeters of the company defoesive
rositica.

at 202247H Moy the companies reported that smcll arms fire hed censad,
Lut they wers still recciving sroradic mortar rounds aad BLO rockets, U’u.ts
cstimrted that a totzd of 175 mortars and 45 BLO rockets hod boun recoived as
of 2kCO hours in addition to the szzll arms, &3] fire, :nd threc ground
~tt:cks,

At 21C011H May Co B reported hearing veices oo th.. hill to thoir south
vic Yi712310 n~nd artillery was fired into the res. A% 21011LH the flrsg
U3 1. was cvacuated vtilizing a noist. it 210347H Co B reported receiving
grenacdes thot wore being thrown ints the norimetor cvery two or thro.
rinutss. Units still reportud heering veices to their front in 211 Clr..Ctlo..s.
Co b reccivid an sstinnted 25-40 grunades, Lt 210435H Co B reported movenunt to
the seuth andrartiliery was fired into the erea. it 21060CH the ,ir Force
flnre shir wie rolonsced. .t 2104004 Co B reported movenent to the ssuth cnd
crtiddiry wrs fired into tho area, '

.. "T\,.“‘/s.-:t‘i/'"" -

it 2107COH th. C’)...D< nies startid swucring the rincter ir all dircetigns.
At 210712 Co B rerorted finding tuwe arm VL's P!‘."'. was trying to tzke
them prizener. At 210745H the asmmrnpics ro ."T‘tu(': receliving porter fire fronm
vie 702304, .rtillery wrs directed iate the area and the mertar firc cueosgd.
By 21C945H =11 comprnics rumerter thet =1l firc hed corsel ans they were egdin
sweeping the perimcter out to 500 meters. .4 0927 houes Co B reperty” that
it hee cmpture’ the two weunder ¥V bui cnc hed diced of wounds. The cther was
evzeustot ot 091;5 asurs Lo 3rigoic Herdquorters., ot 1015 hours the lfedevee
2ireraoft recevted receiving sx:all arms fire vie Ya716320. .rtillory wis firsd
ints ths sros with wdn~en resulis, '

The decision wos znde 40 rgain roinforce the bottalion foremrd Araa. a1
ps_rs noel, net abmr;m.l essential, were-drawn fron the base cemp and irzins
ares Sn o\."t For'::: C. ot 211305F tw. cnginzor scucds fror; Co A, l‘th 2NZErs
were st to the forwerd ar.z o stort cleering - suit-ble two-cirerzft LZ.
Jurinz the -\.mrlndu.r of the é-y a1l comreniss wwer: rusup;lic". with zrmunition,
T tl,n.., w.ter, and ‘r's\.m\.l Ths corycnics swept the erua in 211 dircetions
finding scversl werrons and evidenee thoi many NV hed bwn 1lled.  The units
also found cormr wire cad small trails thnt hzd been cut to within 15-20
metars of the perimeter. it 145CH a Bn TN.CCP? was sut up in the forward arca
fer zreatsr control and inercasced cormunicn=inns.

iireccft that went in and out of the foruard arca 21 :day periedicall;-
reoorted r,.;ccivirg smtll rrms snd UM fire 30C-1500 netors to the west and
northwest of the fomeerd leeatin.  The bzttolion employed heavy denial fires
around the company positions curinz tha night.
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-—Cn the zorning of the 22nd Co . found a recently used, high speed trail
vie YA715316 running north to south.. The unit also observed 2 KVi running
north on a trzil anZ firced at them with negative results. The units conaucted
saturaticn patrollirg cduring the remainder of the day finding one mortar
posiiion vic Y.:713313, 2 well used trail running cast te west vic Yn?ﬂBlé
several fresh graves, as sorted equirment, and some documents.

«t 2115304 211 patrols closed back into the perimeter; OP's were sent out,
and preparsiions ware continued until dark on the LZ, perimeter fortifications,
and protective bunkers. During th2 night of the 22nd the LP's periodically
reported seeing lignts to the west, and hearing movement 21l around then.

The companies zgain searched in =11 Air ctionc from th . ir positisn on
4 23rd. - 7t was plannad to nove the battelion back to Jackson Hole on the
morning of the 24th and to move Co B znd Co C, 3/8 Inf into the forward
area. at 231615H an irmy znd an JF alrcraft rececived /K-47 fire from vic
Y., 666290. Cunships and .\F zircraft were enpleyed znd the fire ceased.
There was nzgetive contact the remainder of the day and on the 24th Co B
anéd Co C, 3/2 Inf replescad 1/8 Inf. Some of the aircraft received small
arms flrc deppging two aircraft. Jartillary and zirstrikes were called
and the firs ceased.

Searching of the battls arca around the companies! Vperimetcr on 21,
22, and 23 "'y resulted in a2 body count of 38 NVi KIA.

12;(0) Rosults:
2. EN losses: o

. (1) 18 ¥oy: 119 NV.. XIax (BC), 3 aK-47s, 1 SKS, 1 BLO
rocket launcher, and 6 Chicom grenndes.

(2) 20 Hay: 38 NVL K. (BC), 1 NZ.C(WL.), 3 RPD, L .X-47s,
31 Chicom grenades, 1 BLC rocket lauvncher, 20 .X-47 magazines and ammo,
10 RPD mazazines, 7 web bclis, 11 entranching tools, and 22 82mm mortar rounds.

b. US Losses:

(1) 18May: 29 KIA, 31 WL, 1 MIA, 28 M6 rifles, 1 MO MG,
1 PRC 25 radio. | ‘

(2) 20 May: 16 KIa, 65 WL, O MI..
13. (C) .dministrative Matters:
a. Suprly: PResupply was initiated on the lBth and was limited
to L cases of smoke, 6 casesof 35,56, 2 czses of 7.62 link, ~nd 2C0 gz1llons

of water. 19 ¥ay was normnl resupcly d«y. Resupply ¢n 21 May consisted of
18 cases of smoke, 10 cases of granzdas, 10 ceses of 7.62 link, 10 cases of

" 5,56, 10 cascs of bznzalore torpedos, 10 cases of claymorc mincs, 8,000

sand bags, 2CC gallons of watur, 4L chein saws, Z0 'D! handle shovels, 15
aves, 16 cascs of trip flares, 12 cases of hand flares, and 4 cases of 4LOmm

~amnunitien. .11 this equipment was delivered by HULD helicopters.
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411 combat troops carried 3 times the basic load of ammunition,
carried were the L-16, M148.i, and the MO LG,

b, N/a

Weapons

-~

c. Initial treatment of injured was conducted by organic medics,
On 18 Kay all VI.. were evacuated by helicopter by 1900 hours with the
cxcepiion of the IX with thc Lth plateoon of Co B. Evacuation from the action
on the night of 20 May wes uempered by low cciling and malfunction of the
hoist on one of the medevac aircraft., Further cvacuation started at 210114,
hours and was completed at 211130H May,

d. Tronsportation: N/A

e, Cormunications: Commo wac maintained with the companics
with -organic equipment during the contzet on 18 May (292 mast hcad and
lead wire attached to PRC 25 at cempany level). During the contact on
the 20th communications were supplemenied by thic command and control,
aircraft. Communications wire continuous throughout the actions with
the exception of the loss of cocmunication with the 4th platoon, Co B,
(See Exuvcution).

f. hedical Evaluation: Of 211 the US WIA only six werc consicdered
serious. Twenty pursonncl were returncd to duty and the remainder werc
evacucted to nigher medical focilitics,

L (C) Special Tquipnent: HNonc

15. (C) Comi~nder's analysis: Therce were no Civil Affairs in the contac®
area due to the lack of civilian population. From the 18th to thc 2Lth ten
leaflet drops consisting of 556.000 lozflets and cight tope missions with a
total of vigzht and one-half hours of playing time were flown over the contact )
arec, -

16. (C) Recomandation:

a. Problum .rea: ability to identify %argets for air support and
to provide continuous artillery coverzge while aircraft arc on target,

(1) Rccommundation: Units should be issucd additional LCrm
star clusters or some cqually suitzble pyrotuchnic for use in marking friendly
locations, both during tuc doy -nd the night.

17. (C) Lessons Learned: It is fclt that there were no new Lessons
Learned from-thoese contacts, merely reinforcements of old Loessons Learned.,
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