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__THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY ). Award of the Presi-
dentinl Unit Citation ((Army) by the President of the United States of MAimer-
iea to the following units of the Armed Forces ()f the United States is confirmed
in accordance with paragraph 194, AR 672-5-1. The text of the citation, signed
Ly President Richard Nixon 3 October 10(1" rea d= as follows:

By vivtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United Stf\tes
and ns Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I have

today awnrded
THYE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROIS.\f
TO THE
1ST BRIGADE, LTH INFANTRY DIVISION
ASSIGNED, ATTACHED AND SUPPORTING UNITS

Assigned Unit:
Headquarters and Ieadquarters Company, Ist Rrigade, 4th Infantry Division

Attached TUnits:
—1st Battalion, Sth Infantry
3d Battalion, Sth Infantry
3d Battalion, 12th Infantry

Supporting Units:
&th Battalion, 29th Artillery

Compnany A, 4th Engineer Battalion
ist Platoon, 4th Military Police Company
Forward Area Signal Center Platoon, Company B, 124th Signal Battalion
50th Infantry Platoon (Scont Tog)

1st Brigade Military Intelligence Detachment, 4th Military Intelligence
Detachment

2d Platoon, Battery D. dth Battalion, 60th Arvtillery
1=t Platoon, Battery 1B. 29th Artillery

Supply Section, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 4th Supply and
Transport Battalion

Contact Temm, Company D, 704th Maintenance Battalion

Battery A, 6th Battalion, 14th Artillery

TAGO 363A—November 3Y0—69 ,,—69 1



T wImea ™
S ALY o6 B SRR S Y

GO 69 ) S .

S TP PP
Battery BBtH *Battaliony, 14th Nrtillery
5th Battalion, 16th Artillery
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The 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Dl\‘l‘;lon and its assigned, att.\(‘hed '1nd
ﬂzppnrhn" units <11stmmnshed themselves by (‘\fI"\Ol‘dln'll‘ ‘horeism’ ¥while
engaced in military operations along the Cambodian horder west of Pleiku,
Republic of Vietnam, during the period 18 to 26 May 1967. In May 1967, the
1st Brigade launched an intensive spoiling opelnhon designed to engnge and
contain a large North Vietnamese force massing in the rugged, spnrse]_v in-
habited jungle terrain east o fthe Cambodian border northwest of Due Co. Nine
days of heavy firhiting began on 18 May when ("omp'lnv B, 1st Battalion, 8th
Infantry came under ground attack b\, a battalion-size enemy force. As the
intensity of fishting increased, the 4th Platoon was separated from its company
and came under attack by withering rocket, small arms and antomatic weapons
fire. The company’s concerted and ;zn]]ant. efforts to break through to the sepa-
rated platoon were Llocked as the superior enemy force made repeated attempts
to overrun the platoon position. Fighting savagely for existence and demon-
strating indomitable courage, the platoon called artillery fire on its own position
as the enemy broke through and overran the perimeter. The coordinated em-
ployment of artillery, air and gunships, as well as the devastating fire from the
men of Company 13 forced the enemy to withdraw, sustaining heavy casnalties.
The 1st Brigade pursued the delaying North Vietnamese while they attempted
to withdraw from envelopment. On the evening of 20 May 1967, the defensive

* perimeter of Companies A, B, and (, 1st Bmtnhon, Sth Inf'ln*" - came under
heavy mortar attack fol]m\ ed by a coordm.\ted ground attack. “The besleged -
companies met the challenge and, supported with massive artillery fire, repelled
the enemy onslaught that had come within a few meters of the perimeter after
two hours of fierce fighting. The 3rd Battalion, 12th Infantry quickly ma-
neuvered over rugged, 3unn'le -matted mountains to block the North Vietnamese
force from withdrawing west to its Cambodian sanctuary. When the enemy
attacked Companies A and B on the morning of 22 May, they surged forward
in waves to overrun the friendly position. Heavy close-in fishting raged for 4
hours until the enemy force finally broke contact and exfiltrated from the battle-
ficld. Two more significant battles occurred on 24 and 26 May, with elements
of the 3rd Battalion, 12th Infantry, and the 3rd Battalion, Sth Infantry. In
both battles, the forces of the 1st Brigade, supported by massive artitlery and
tactical air support, foueht with such ferocity that the North Vietnanmese
attacks were beaten back. The main enemy force was fragmented and subse-
quently withdrew. The combined fortitude, determination and unwavering cour-
age of the Ist Brigade’s personnel rendered two Norvth Vietname-e Army
regiments ineflfective and rotally disrupted the 1967 summer monsoon offensive
in the central highlands. The devotion to duty and extraordinary heroism of
the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division and its assiened. attached and support-
ing units, reflect distinct credit on themseclves and the Armed Forces of the
United States.
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